The First Reading: Malachi 3:1-4

“See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before
me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the
messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the Lord
Almighty.
2 But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he
appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. 3 He will
sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine
them like gold and silver. Then the Lord will have men who will bring
offerings in righteousness, 4 and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will
be acceptable to the Lord, as in days gone by, as in former years.

The Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 4:1-5

So then, men ought to regard us as servants of Christ and as those
entrusted with the secret things of God. 2 Now it is required that those who
have been given a trust must prove faithful. 3 I care very little if I am
judged by you or by any human court; indeed, I do not even judge myself.
4My conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent. It is the
Lord who judges me. > Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time;
wait till the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness
and will expose the motives of men’s hearts. At that time each will receive
his praise from God.

The Gospel Reading: Luke 3:1-6

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius
Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip
tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene— 2
during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came
to John son of Zechariah in the desert. 3 He went into all the country
around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness
of sins. 4 As is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet:
“A voice of one calling in the desert,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight paths for him.
> Every valley shall be filled in,
every mountain and hill made low.
The crooked roads shall become straight,
the rough ways smooth.
6 And all mankind will see God’s salvation.
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